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Natural Homemade Pet Deodorizer 





We love our animal companions but, frankly, they often leave unpleasant smells on carpets, furniture, hands and can be quite odorous themselves. Fortunately, there are several non-toxic and inexpensive options.�


For pet odors on carpet and furniture, combine white vinegar, baking soda and organic dishwashing liquid in a spray bottle. Shake well and spray on the affected area. Blot gently. Be sure to check the area to be treated for colorfastness. Plain white vinegar works wonders on moisture-resistant natural or man-made wooden flooring.��It is essential to use a natural and safe product on your pets to remove their animal odor. Toxins from commercial pet deodorizers can be absorbed through the skin and inhaled into their respiratory systems, causing severe allergic reactions. Make a solution of one tablespoon of almond oil, two tablespoons of aloe, 10 drops of essential citrus oil like orange or lemon, and three cups of water. Shake well and lightly spray on your pet against the hair and onto the skin. Massage into the skin and hair with a clean towel.��Alternatively, you may use vitamin E or warmed cold-pressed coconut oil. The oil and aloe soothe and deodorize the skin and the citrus oil eliminates odors.





Mortgage News:�Bad News Can Be Good for Home Loan Rates





It may seem odd that negative economic news can actually be good for home loan rates, but there's a pretty simple explanation for this phenomenon. ��First, we need to remember that big money managers who are in search of higher returns avoid holding onto cash by investing in both Stocks and Bonds.��Second, we need to dispel the myth about how home loan rates are determined. Despite what it may sound like in news stories covering the Federal Reserve's meeting, home loan rates are based on the performance of mortgage-backed securities – which are a type of Bond.





When we put those two points together, we see that whenever the economy is on fire and there are good economic news reports, investors tend to put more money into Stocks. That's because Stocks offer higher returns, even though they are generally more risky. 





To put money into Stocks, however, investors must remove some of their money from less-risky Bonds. The result is a decreased demand in Bonds that causes Bond prices to worsen, which causes home loan rates to go higher.





Inversely, when the economy is sluggish and economic reports are negative, money managers tend to take money out of higher-risk Stocks to put it into less-risky Bonds. As demand for Bonds increase, Bond pricing improves and home loan rates go down.��So while it may seem odd that home loan rates improve when economic news is sluggish, it actually makes sense when you look at the big picture.





Finance News: 


Watch Out for Utility Bill Scams�Don't give out personal information to people claiming the government will help pay your electric bill.


By Cameron Huddleston, � HYPERLINK "http://www.kiplinger.com" ��Kiplinger.com�


The Better Business Bureau is warning Americans to beware of a new scam that claims the federal government will help pay their electric bills. ��Thousands of people across the country already have become victims of scammers who call, text, show up at homes or use social media to tout a federal assistance program that will pay up to $1,000 on utility or credit-card bills – but there is no such program, according to the BBB. ��The scammers ask people for their Social Security numbers and other personal information then give victims a phony bank account and routing number to use when paying their bills online. Even though some people get confirmation of their payment, their bills don't get paid. And those who give out personal information expose themselves to identity theft. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.bbb.org/us/article/beware-of-scam-calls-during-president-obamas-visit-to-texas-35576" \t "_blank" �Read more from the BBB� about the scam.)��To avoid becoming a victim, the BBB advises people to take the following steps:


– Don't give personal information over the phone. Unless you initiate contact, never give anyone your Social Security number, credit card number or bank account information.��– Verify that the person contacting you is from your utility company by ending the call and calling the customer service number on your utility bill. If someone comes to your home claiming to be from your utility company, ask for identification.





Your Name Here, Title


YOUR COMPANY NAME


�Address Line 1


City, State, Zip Code





Phone: (000) 000-0000


Email: YourName@YourServer.com





PRSRT STD��U.S.


POSTAGE


PAID





Your City, State�Permit No. 000





Ever get the feeling that misunderstandings could be avoided if lines of communication were clearer? Here's what you can do to make sure you're a better listener.





Tip 1: Pay undivided attention when someone is speaking to you.�
�
Tip 2: Be more interested in what is being said than in figuring out how to fix the problem.�
�
Tip 3: Wonder to yourself what is really going on. Use your powers of intuition and your lifetime of experience to understand what your child, mate, or co-worker is getting at. Ask questions.�
�
Tip 4: Paraphrase what you've heard to make sure you understand what was really said.�
�
Tip 5: Take the time to listen and to frame direct, but loving responses. �
�






Did You Know?


�Did you know that in 1887, Oregon was the first state to make Labor Day (the first Monday in September) a holiday?
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Finance News (continued): 


Do not let the person in your home if you did not schedule a service appointment. Call the utility company to confirm that it sent someone to your home.





– Pay bills with your bank or credit account, not accounts provided to you by others.





– Let others know about this scam.





Reprinted with permission. All Contents ©2012 The Kiplinger Washington Editors. � HYPERLINK "http://www.kiplinger.com" \t "_blank" ��Kiplinger.com�.








Street Smarts: 


It Can Wait


It can wait…no, really…it can wait! That's the attitude we need to have when it comes to talking, texting or even emailing while driving. According to � HYPERLINK "http://www.reuters.com/article/2010/09/23/us-cellphones-driving-idUSTRE68M53K20100923" \t "_blank" ��research reported in 2010�, it's estimated that 16,000 people were killed from 2001-2007 as a result of talking or texting on cell phones while driving. And with texting being a more prevalent way to converse these days, those numbers have likely gone up.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ghsa.org/html/stateinfo/laws/cellphone_laws.html" \t "_blank" ��The Governors Highway Safety Association� lists cell phone and texting laws and what state(s) they apply to. Not adhering to the laws can mean steep consequences.


Here are some smart ideas that can not only keep you from being a distracted driver, but can also potentially save your life–and the lives of others–on the roads: 


Hide your cell phone when you get into the car. Either put it in your trunk or in your back seat where it can't easily be reached.�


Turn off your cell phone ringer–or better yet, power off your cell phone entirely before getting into your car.�


Utilize the � HYPERLINK "http://www.drivesafe.ly/" \t "_blank" ��drivesafe.ly� mobile app which reads messages and emails in real time. You can even set up an auto response, so you don't even need to touch your phone while driving.�


Before you get in your car, send a text message to those you think are most apt to text you, letting them know you're not able to read or respond to texts for a certain period of time.
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�Fresh Salsa Verde





The only thing better than chips and salsa is homemade chips and salsa. Here's a recipe for one of my favorite dishes.��Ingredients:��- 3/4 to 1 lb fresh tomatillos, husks discarded and �  roughly chopped �- 6 green onions, roughly chopped�- 1 Serrano chili, roughly chopped (for a hotter salsa �  use an extra Serrano)�- 1 bunch cilantro, thick stems removed�- Juice of 1 lime�- 1/4 C water�- 1.5 tsp Kosher salt��Place all of the ingredients in a blender or food processor and process until smooth. Allow the mixture to chill in the refrigerator for one hour. Serve with tortilla chips.�


That's it! In five minutes you not only have one of the freshest and cleanest salsas you'll ever taste, you have a condiment for literally hundreds of dishes.





No stranger to professional kitchens, Kirk Leins currently devotes most of his time to cooking instruction, food writing, and producing television. You can visit Kirk's website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.notimetocook.com" \o "http://www.notimetocook.com/" \t "_blank" �www.NoTimeToCook.com�.
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From the Desk of Your Name Here�


In this section, write a few paragraphs about what’s new with your business or personal life.





Personal Funding:�Since our last issue:�Number of loans funded: �Dollar volume:��Year to date funded:�Dollar volume:���������Thanks to You!


As always, we wish to thank our clients who are kind enough to refer more business to us. This quarter, our thanks go out to:





List all clients who sent you referral business here.





�


�The Cooper Institute website states that there are 41 exercises considered to provide an aerobic benefit. Which exercise is not one of the top five documented by Dr. Cooper?


Cross-country skiing


Swimming


Running or jogging


Playing tennis


Walking





Congratulations to WINNER NAME HERE, winner of last issue’s trivia question:���In what year did Congress officially declare the 4th of July a federal legal holiday?





Answer:  B. 1941








A Word From The Road:��"You can do anything, but not everything."


 – David Allen














